
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 16, 2019 

Honourable Rob Fleming 

Minister of Education 

Room 124 Parliament Buildings  

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4  

 

Dear Minister Fleming, 

Re: Eric Hamber Secondary School - Additional Funding 

I am writing to express my support for reviewing the current proposed development plan for 

Eric Hamber Secondary School to address the deficiencies in the design plan for the new school 

with additional provincial funding.  From my discussions with parents, alumni and other 

community members, I understand and share their concerns regarding the proposed plan for 

the new Eric Hamber Secondary School. 

As you are aware, the proposed plan would decrease available facility space by approximately 

26%.  In view of the current and future increased density of the area with more housing being 

developed around Hamber, including along the Cambie Corridor, around Oakridge Centre, on 

the Heather Lands, the old Oakridge bus depot, Pearson-Dogwood, Langara Gardens, Little 

Mountain and redevelopment projects at the Jewish Community Centre and the Langara Family 

YMCA, the new school space, as proposed, would not be able to meet the growing needs of 

future students and their families in our community.  This would also cause students to be 

forced to attend other schools outside of the catchment area with the capping of enrolment at 

Hamber.  The plan also does not include space for a Neighbourhood Learning Centre, which is a 

space that is needed for our growing community with all of these surrounding housing 

development plans.  

The first deficiency with the current plan for Hamber is the reduction in gym space by 19% and 

a significant reduction in outdoor recreational space. The current school utilizes all of its 

existing space daily, with both internal and external teams vying for space. Reducing the 
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amount of space available would force some groups to have to look elsewhere for spaces or 

prevent some athletic teams from participating in the successful athletic program that Hamber 

has built up. 

A second deficiency with the plan is the elimination of an auditorium or multi-purpose space. 

The current auditorium at Hamber is integral to the successful music, choir, dance, theatre and 

fashion programs and provides needed space for many community events. Additionally, 

Hamber is home to the Summer Centre of the Arts, which would be adversely affected by the 

elimination of this space.  A third deficiency is the lack of space for Hamber’s Fashion Design 

Program.  As an important district program with a high calibre, Hamber needs space for this 

program, which is the largest and most successful in the province, to continue. 

In view of the importance of Hamber to our community and the scale of the housing 

development projects to densify the area over the next several years, a second look should be 

taken at this plan.  A concerted effort should be made to ensure that Hamber is able to 

maximize its space with additional funding for the project so that it can meet the needs of the 

community.  Given the significant level of expenditure for this project, it is imperative that the 

deficiencies outlined in this letter are addressed.  

I hope that you will reconsider the plan for new school and the additional funding needs to 

address these deficiencies.  If you would like to discuss these concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact me.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Lee, MLA 

Vancouver-Langara  

 

CC: S. Yada, Eric Hamber Secondary PAC Co-Chair 

       A. Nicholson, Eric Hamber Alumni Coordinator 

       M. Jensen, Principal, Eric Hamber Secondary 

       J. Fraser, Chairperson, Vancouver School Board 

       S. Hoffman, Superintendent, Vancouver School Board 

       Hon. G. Heyman, MLA for Vancouver-Fairview 

       D. Davies, MLA for Peace River North 


